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CARIBBEAN FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL 

268 MUÑOZ RIVERA AVE. SUITE 1108 

SAN JUAN, P. R. 00918-1920 

ACLs 2011 SCOPING MEETING 

 

BUCCANEER HOTEL 

ST. CROIX, USVI 

FEBRUARY 16, 2011 

  

SUMMARY MINUTES 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m., and chaired by Mr. Carlos Farchette, CFMC Member. 

Mr. Miguel Rolón gave a brief explanation on the proceedings, and Dr. Bill Arnold gave a PowerPoint 

presentation on the option paper. A total of 15 persons attended the scoping meeting.  

 

Following are the comments offered by the attendees: 

 

1.  Michelle Pugh –St. Croix, VI  

 

 Concerned with who will be enforcing the laws.  There is poor enforcement in the USVI 

 The invasion of lionfish is hurting the fisheries in the USVI 

 

2. Hazel Chasianci – Commercial Fisherman 

 

 Would like have a definition for recreational fishers 

 There is a need to hire local fishers to work with the DNER. The scientists alone cannot do the 

job. 

 There is and under reporting of catches, which is more dangerous than over reporting. 

 

3. Virdin Brown – St. Croix, VI Citizen 

 

 The framework is very important.  Option 3 is ok, as well as option 2. 

 The recreational data is also important, and at some point there is a need to come up with a 

definition for recreational fisher. 

 Laws need to be made compatible with the territorial jurisdiction.  Laws should apply to both 

areas. 

 

4. William Tobias – Concerned Citizen 

 

 Supports comments regarding the need to collect recreational data. 

 Reecreationals need to be separated from commercial 

 

5.  Gerson Martinez – St. Croix, VI Fisherman 

 

 Fishers should not be penalized for slowness of local government officers that keep track of 

what is being harvested in the VI waters, like for example, what happened with the queen 

conch quota.  The government has to keep track of the harvest so that when the established 

quota is met, an action be taken to end the fishing of the resource until the next year. 
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 The local government should hire more employees to better monitor the annual catch limits 

and inform the general public if the quota is being reached to not over harvest. 

 If Congress is mandating ACLs, then they should be responsible and provide funds for better 

enforcement and to hire more port samplers and data analysts.  

 

6. Edward Schuster – St. Croix Commercial Fisherman’s Association 

 

 When are the closed areas going to be evaluated? 

 Data needs to be collected accurately, so there can be an equal share for everyone. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 p.m. 

 

(A copy of the tapes recorded at this meeting is available upon request to the Caribbean Fishery Management 

Council’s office). 

 

 




